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A Curious Cambridgeshire.

(From London Truth.)

One morning, now several years sgo,
Beory Gowmleve, solicitor, had a call from
op of his most distipguisbed clients, the
Marquess of X., who brought wilh him, &
compunion, and, on his companion's be-
B pruprosed W UGOUEVE & Ly € 8 Pl
far transaction. The companion was iniro-
ducerd s Pullp Charunoust. He was 8
young fellow, apparenty of about twen-
[r-Live years, but looked worn sod wssipated
sod having e alrol B Man Wouse uervous
system was in a bad way. Goodeve Enew
his pame, haviog occasionally read it
iu the turf reports io the nUwWapapers ns an
owner of ruce borses.

“Now, Goodeve," sakd the marquess,
“we wanl yoa to do busioess in & cerpun
It matter which may be profitable
tu hoth of us. 1 bope we shali find you
agrecable.”

“What Is the patare of the busintss, my
lord?™ asked Goodeves

“It's this," said ths marquess, “my
friemd, Mr. Charimount, here has & horse
for immedinie sale, and be wants you Lo
boy K"

The solicitor ralsed his eyebrows and
shook his hwad.

“1 pever bought a horse in my mv."
be sall, “and 1 know nothing about ‘em.
I am muu my lord, watxm mnulmk
for a customer elsewhere.

AR the other tm.uw-:d. “Bnt this
is no wrdinary horse denl thal we'ne propos

rlmmuﬂ'

“Most decidedly oul,’” replicd the J'm.lnl
man addressed, in an emphatic tone

I you [ollow the turl iamlw.
Goodeve?" Inquired the marquess.

“Can’'t say 1 do, my lurd. Never tuock
much fnlersst in racing.’

“Well, at any rate, perhaps you know
e pame of the favorite for the Cunbridge-

“Tue bhe gquite candid, my Tond, [ dom'ts
But I suppose I con find It bere,” said
Goudeve, tnking wp the murpiog paper.

12
“That's him," said the marguess. “That's
Charhmount’s horse, wbich we want you to

“Hefore the race?™ asked Goodeve.
“Yes, hefore the race. Apd as iU's ran
the day uller tomorrow, there ls, you can

tlon'*
“From your wishiog te sell him, under
hese circumstances, 1 presume that you do

“Un the cootrary,”” aoswertd (he mar-

Lt eplewdilly —hasn't be, Charlmount?™
“Magnificently,'” asserted Chartmonnt, his

oupiable excitlement. “He's about as dead
wrt as ever tan”
0 why do yop wish te sell him?'" was

“Now, ook here Goodeve,™ struck in

ogent one. At the same Ume 1L s a

value—EL3 000—we will glve Fou our

Henry Goodeve opened his eres.
““This i# a most extranordinary pro-

“Quite. Our offer mmonnts 1o this:

“Weil when, gentlemen, It seemis Lo me

O cluinge bamls.  Because li—as 1 infer—

“No, nol” exclaimed Charlmount, ex-

Charl wlthmw.
- - - - -
Goodeve went downto Newmarket quietly

by himsell. When the horses came vut fue

the prelim'oary capter be wulcbed themn
wilh great intercet. By unulmuumi
he soon recognized Prince Charmiog,

chestugt coit, wilh liDe swisgiung m

ridden by a ilamoua juckey in tbe Chark

mount Crors—appie grevaoaod iack slreves,

After o few [2se starts the flag fell. Boon

the bheavy thod of bools resclivd Goodeve's

ear, and the shoots and applause of the
public, who lived Lhe cvurse, were bDorne
pearer and uearer. He grew really ex-
cited. His heart beat fust. His breath came

o gaspe. The horses were chaie op to him

at the tinishi. Bome five or six sevined (o

by in & mass with a mighty thuo
deriog of hoofs. The Jockeys® arms and
whips worked llke the sails of wundmills,
! tber¢ was the apple greea

aod black aleeves—lo the Iront ol the ruck.

People's voicea rose o a storm of sbouts,

mnm Goodeve's voice lovoluge

tarily with them. T be perspiration
stosnd gpon bes forehread. He felt Lall saf~

r!;:nt:e Charming's nutnber was holsted
n

He was soon amused from his absorbed
conditisn by the grull vulce of a mam
speaking at bis clbow.

““The corse of Lhe Charlmounts has gnne
wrong at last™

“Eh? 1 beg your parion,” observed Good=
eve, turning toward the speaker, & shorg

mun, who, fnan bis appearanoe
and dress, might probably have bevn &
cattle dealer.

“l1 wasn't speaking to you, mister,” roe
torted the other rather rudely.

“No, I kmow,"" szl Goodevrs, too much
interested by the man's allusion Lo the
Charlmounts to take offense at his worda,
“bat you =ald someibing aboul the ‘clrse
of the Chartmournits,” and not soderstanding
what you meaot I—

“Not umdcrstand what [ meant Ly the
‘carse of the Charimounts?™ juterroptod the
man, reganling Gowdeve with contemptonos
surprise.  “Ever been at Noomarket beforey,
misterT*

*‘Never, until today.*"

“Ah, that accounts for It, then. Well,
p'raps you don't know that never till this
blessed day hos 8 boss owned by the Chark
mount fam'ly won & race oo the heath
for fifty years."'

“No, I was not aware of that,"* replied
Goodeve, growing very intercsted.

“And ‘tain’t becos they've not had gond
hosses,’” contioued the dealer, Ipressively.
“They had some of the very best.  It's bos
©o& the fam’ly's been umler a4 curse 8§ ro-
gards this heath.**

“*Under a curse? How is thai?""

“Well, you must know, old Tom Charle
mount, grandfather of the present man,
played a friend of his a dirty trick about
a Cambridgeshire fifty years ago. I don't
know all about the ins and outs, but it was
momething like this: Tom Charimount had
his friend’s hoss got At the night before the
race, awd the hoss—which was considered
a cert—got beat in conslkence. The friend
had planked all he was worth: on the colt
aud his defeat simply broke the poor beg-.
gar. He biew his brains ot the same night,
bLat not t.l.llhel mnl. out old Tom Charl-

and i him. And the
resalt of that come bas been that oo Charl-
mount has won & race oo Noomarket heatt
ever since.'*

Henry Goodeve wasnow deeply interested.
The true explanation of Philip Charimount™s
Inexpilcabile e was begl g lodawn
on him.

“But was this geoerslly Imown?" he ¢x-
claimed. “And did the poblic belleve it?
Becavse, i that was the case, T sheald nos
have expected Prince Charming (o be made
favaorite.'

“Bless you, mister,” was the half-con-
temptucus reply, ““Prince Charming was so
wellin—aboutseven pounds below his proper
weight—that if § hado't been for the curse
of the Chorkmoants his price would have
Deen less Lhan Lalf what |t was,'"

“Did—er—do you happen to know whethep
Mr. Charimount bimself belleves in tha
curse?” asked Goudeve eagerly.

“I'msure be docs. Couldn'tdo otherwise,
after the sinful illluck he's had at Newimars
ket.  Besides (and I've heard this from a
relinhle sougce ), be has resorled (o all kinds

of subterfuges to avoid it at Adifferent
timws—such as nominally transfercing his
culls (0 his friends and such like dodges.
But they were pever no use, bless you, and

weren't likely to be. Providence ain’t to
be circumvented so easy as that."”
When Charlmount came nextday—in groat

Jabilation—to effect Prince Charmings
repurch he gave sub jally the summe
explanation as Goodeve had picked up oa
Newmarket leath, adding at the end:

“1 had before iried to avoud 1he opera-

tion of the curse by a collusive transfer of
my horses to some of my friends. But no
Eovd came of it. It thcn occurred 1o me
that & bopa<Tide sale of Prince Charming
to vbe who knew nothing about the cume,
and hooght the cult without Intending to
evade it, might perhaps work the neos
essary charm. The result you know.*

“Umply™ sald Goodeve, “Then you hes

Hleve that your little deal actually circum-
veotid Providence?'*

“Can you doublt (17" cried Charlmoung

emphaticaily, os be handed (he solicitor
hia check.
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RBabhit, he go akippin® by —

Koeteh him, Tiger, ketch Bim!

"Pussum amile en winkone cye—

Eetch him, Tiger, ketch him!
Kewch bim,
Ob, kvich him!
Lay him low en fetch I m;
'Possutn meat
Is miginy sweet—
Kvtch him, Tiger, keich l-.ml’

Rabbit gny: “I'm gittin® gray!™

Keteh him, Tiger, ketch him?

‘Possom watch de sguirrel play—

Eetch ®m, Tiger, ketch him!
Kewh him,
Oh, keich himl
Lay him low en feteh & m:
"Possum  meat 4
Is mighty sweet—
Keteh him, Tiger, ketel: hum!
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